Use of a specific monoclonal antibody for studying the liver metastatic invasion of a rat colon cancer.
A simple model for liver metastasis from colon cancer resulted from the intraportal injection of 2 x 10(7) highly tumorigenic DHD/K12/PROb cells into syngeneic BDIX rats. Early detection and development of cancer invasion were studied by conventional microscopy and immunoenzymatic staining using a specific monoclonal antibody. Metastases developed either from isolated cancer cells early disseminated in sinusoid network or from intraportal microthrombi. An intense immune reaction developed until day 15 after injection but decreased and disappeared at the latest stages of evolution.